
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

9TH 
GRADE

10TH 
GRADE

11TH 
GRADE

12TH 
GRADE

Complete College 
Bound application and 
understand high school 
pledge requirements.

Work with counselors, 
teachers, and parents to 
draft your High School 
and Beyond Plan.

Use the High School and 
Beyond Plan to select 
high school courses that 
align with post-high 
school programs and 
career interests.

Visit employers & 
career fairs.

Visit postsecondary 
campuses.

Think about strengths 
and interests, and how 
they might relate to 
future careers.

Revisit the High School 
and Beyond Plan and 
review it with your high 
school counselor.

Take PSAT.

Enroll in 
advanced 
courses.

Visit your school’s 
guidance office and 
research potential 
postsecondary programs 
online or in person.

Create a list of potential 
postsecondary programs 
of interest.

Take Smarter Balanced 
assessments in English 
and math.

Revisit and refine High 
School and Beyond Plan.

Continue taking 
advanced courses, 
including dual-credit 
if available.

Complete college 
admissions exam  
(e.g., SAT/ACT).

Visit 
potential 
postsecondary 
programs of interest.

Refine list of 
postsecondary 
programs of interest 
and understand 
entrance requirements.

Update High School 
and Beyond Plan.

Continue taking advanced 
and dual-credit courses.

Retake admissions exams 
(if needed).

Finalize list of preferred 
postsecondary programs, 
request application 
materials and take note 
of deadlines.

Write application essays 
and request letters of 
recommendation.

Submit postsecondary 
applications.

Complete financial aid 
paperwork (FAFSA/WASFA) 

and calculate costs.

Research and apply for 
scholarships.

Submit deposit to 
postsecondary school 
and enroll in courses.

Celebrate hard work 
and successes!

O U R  G O A L :  7 0 %  O F 
W A S H I N G T O N  S T U D E N T S 
E A R N  A  P O S T- H I G H  S C H O O L 
C R E D E N T I A L  B Y  A G E  2 6 .

H E L P  S T U D E N T S  S U C C E E D  O N  T H E  # P A T H T O 7 0 . 
L E A R N  M O R E  A T  W W W . C R E D E N T I A L E S S E N T I A L . C O M .

What is the 
High School and 

Beyond Plan?

What am I 
supposed to be 

doing to plan for 
postsecondary 

education?
Am I on 
track?

How do I 
research a 

postsecondary 
program?

When do I  
study for the 

SAT?

G U I D I N G  S T U D E N T S  O N  T H E  P A T H  T O  A C H I E V I N G  B I G  D R E A M S

What do I need 
to do to make 
sure  I enroll?

How do I get 
financial aid?What’s on 

a college 
application?

More than 740,000 job openings are coming to Washington state. Most will be filled by workers who have a post-high school credential, such as a 

degree, apprenticeship, or certificate. Washington students have questions about how they can best set themselves up for success after high school. 

Planning and taking action through middle and high school will support students on their path to fulfilling their career dreams.

What 
courses should 

I take?

How do I use my 
High School and 

Beyond Plan?

 What are my 
options for education 

and training after 
high school?

How do I 
pick college 

classes?

Can I afford a 
postsecondary 

program?

What steps do I 
need to take now 
to get ready for 

applications?


